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An Israeli rescue operation
freed two Israeli-Argentine
hostages held by Hamas milit-
ants in Rafah on Monday, but
supporting airstrikes killed
nearly 70 Palestinians in the
southern Gaza city where
about one million displaced ci-
vilians have sought refuge
from months of
bombardments.

The mission by the Israeli
military, the Shin Bet security
service and a special police
unit freed Fernando Simon
Marman, 60, and Louis Hare,
70, the military said. They
were among 250 people seized
during the October 7 raid by
Hamas militants that
triggered Israel’s war on Gaza.

More than four months on,
much of the densely-popu-
lated strip of land on the Medi-
terranean is in ruins, with
28,340 Palestinians dead and
67,984 wounded, according to
Gaza health o�cials, with
many others believed to be
buried under rubble.

RESCUE ACT

The Israeli military says 31
hostages have died in that
time, but Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said
Monday’s rescue showed that
military pressure should con-
tinue and he brushed aside in-
ternational alarm at its plans
for a ground assault on Rafah.

“Fernando and Louis, wel-
come home,” he said, saluting
the Israeli forces who rescued

them. “Only continued milit-
ary pressure, until total vic-
tory, will bring about the re-
lease of all of our hostages.”

The Gaza health ministry
said 67 Palestinians had been
killed overnight and the num-
ber could rise as rescue opera-
tions were under way. 

A Reuters journalist at the
scene saw a vast area of rubble
where buildings, including a
mosque, had been destroyed.

An Israeli military spokes-
man said the hostages were be-
ing held on the second floor of
a building that was breached
with explosives during the raid

amid heavy exchanges of gun-
fire with surrounding build-
ings. 

The Argentine government
thanked Israel for the rescue of
the two men, who it said were
dual nationals. Video footage
showed them hugging relat-
ives in Israel’s Sheba hospital,
looking frail but relieved.

‘LAST PRAYERS’

Israel’s military said airstrikes
had coincided with the raid to
allow its forces to be extracted.

Hassouna, displaced with
his relatives from northern
Gaza, said they were killed at

least 4 km from the military
operation. Israeli government
spokesperson Eylon Levy said
Israel was fighting to prevent
“extremism and terrorism
from spiralling further in
Europe” and expected its allies
to stand by it.

US President Joe Biden said
Israel needs a credible evacu-
ation plan. Israel’s Levy called
on UN aid agencies to help. 

“Work with us to find a
way,” he said.

An Israeli o�cial has said
people will be evacuated fur-
ther north, but its forces are
also active in central Gaza. 

Israel frees 2 hostages; Gaza
officials say strikes killed 70
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REUNITED. Fernando Simon Marman and Louis Hare, two Israeli hostages who, according to the
Israeli military, were freed in a special forces operation in Rafah, Gaza REUTERS

Drugmaker Gilead to buy
CymaBay for $4.3 billion

Gilead Sciences on Monday
said it will acquire CymaBay
Therapeutics for $4.3 billion, to
expand its portfolio of liver
disease drugs. The deal will give
Gilead access to CymaBay's
lead drug candidate called
seladelpar for the treatment of
primary biliary cholangitis, a
type of chronic inflammatory
liver disease. CymaBay had
submitted a marketing
application to the USFDA for
the drug in December. REUTERS

QUICKLY.
Global carbon markets
value hit $949 b last year 

London: The value of traded global
markets for carbon dioxide (CO2)
permits reached a record €881
billion ($948.75 billion) in 2023,
analysts at LSEG said. Many
countries have launched
emissions trading systems to put a
price on CO2 emissions and
incentivise companies to invest in
low carbon technology and help
meet climate targets. Around 12.5
billion tonnes tons of carbon
permits changed hands in the
world’s emission markets, similar
to 2022, but record prices in
Europe and North America
pushed up the overall value, the
LSEG Carbon Market Year in
Review 2023 said. REUTERS

Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf party will not
join hands with rival PML-N or
the PPP to form a coalition gov-
ernment and would sit in the
opposition despite having a
majority in the newly elected
Parliament, party leader Bar-
rister Gohar Ali Khan has said.

Independent candidates,
mostly a�liated with Khan's
PTI, secured the most parlia-
mentary seats in last week’s
general election. However, PTI
does not have enough seats in
the 266-member National As-
sembly to form a government
on its own.

“We don’t feel comfortable
with both (Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz and Pakistan
Peoples Party) of them. There
will be no talks with anyone to
make a government or to make
a government together with
them. It is better to sit in the op-
position than to make a govern-
ment [with them], but we think
we have the majority,” Gohar
Khan told Dawn News.

SEATS SECURED

The Election Commission of
Pakistan has announced that
independent candidates, a ma-
jority of them supported by the
PTI secured 101 seats, followed
by Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) with 75 seats,
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
getting 54 seats, and Muttahida
Qaumi Movement-Pakistan
(MQM-P) bagging 17 seats.

Other parties got 17 seats while
the result of one constituency
was withheld.

Though the PTI initially
claimed to form the govern-
ment but its chances looked
grim from the beginning as at
least 169 seats, in the house of
336, were needed to form the
government.

A total of 266 seats are dir-
ectly contested while 60 wo-
men-reserved seats and 10
minority seats are allocated
based on proportional repres-
entation to the winning parties.

As PTI was not allowed to
contest as a single party with a
common symbol, it was not
qualified to get the reserved
seats.

The party hence decided to
sit on the opposition benches,
leaving the field open for
PML-N and PPP as well as oth-
ers to form a coalition, Gohar
said, adding that the PTI would
form a strong opposition.

Gohar also called out all
those politicians who switched
loyalties in the past, saying they
had been rejected outright by
the people in the February 8

elections. He said the party was
looking into the matter of the
PTI-backed independent
Waseem Qadir joining the
PML-N led by former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif.

“The rest of the independent
candidates are in touch with us
and will stay with us,” he
asserted.

IMRAN’S INSTRUCTIONS

He said that party founder and
former premier Imran Khan
had given instructions to form
governments in the Centre,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and
Punjab provinces.

“We will not remain outside
or sit outside the assemblies.
We have to sit in Parliament
and find solutions to all prob-
lems there,” he said, ostensibly
a veiled reference to the party’s
2014 sit-in outside Parliament
as well as their decision to dis-
solve the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Punjab assemblies in 2023
to force snap polls.

Meanwhile, talks began
between the two major parties
for a coalition government
soon after the results became
available.

Sources said that so far sev-
eral open and behind-the-
doors meetings have been held
between the leaders of PML-N
and PPP and other parties.

“The main hurdle is who will
lead the government as both
parties are pushing forward
their candidates but after a lot
of discussion, some sort of
middle ground may emerge,”
according to a leader of the
PML-N.
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Apple led the India tablet PC
market in 2023 as well as in the
December quarter with a 25
per cent share notwithstand-
ing a decline in its shipments,
according to a report.

Samsung was at the second
spot with a 23 per cent market
share in 2023, market research
firm CyberMedia Research
said on Monday.

“In CY (in calendar year)
2023, Apple led the tablet mar-
ket with a 25 per cent market
share, followed by Samsung at
23 per cent in CY 2023,” Cy-
berMedia Research (CMR) In-
dia Quarterly Tablet PC Mar-
ket Review report said.

Apple tablet PC shipments
declined by 17 per cent on a

year-over-year (YoY) basis.
Lenovo occupied the second
slot in the December quarter
with a 24 per cent market
share even as its shipments de-
clined by 3 per cent. Samsung
tablet PC shipments grew by
36 per cent on YoY basis, the
report stated.

CONSUMER DEMAND

“There is a rising consumer
demand for diverse tablet op-
tions in India, including
premium, 5G and value-for-
money tablet o�erings. This

growth is particularly notice-
able in the B2B sector and on-
line purchases,” CMR, Analyst
– Industry Intelligence Group
(IIG), Menka Kumari said.

The market witnessed a ro-
bust 21 per cent quarter-on-
quarter (QoQ) growth in Q4
2023, driven by strong de-
mand for 5G tablets. “5G tab-
let shipments soared by 43 per
cent YoY, accounting for a sig-
nificant share of the market.
Wi-Fi tablets also performed
well, recording a 13 per cent
YoY increase and claiming 52
per cent of overall shipments,”
the report said.

The premium tablet seg-
ment, priced between
₹20,000-30,000 apiece experi-
enced a 95 per cent QoQ jump,
indicating a clear shift towards
high-end devices, the report
said.
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